Coronavirus- What is It?
[bookmark: _GoBack]April 5, 2020


Ming Jia’s mother was not feeling good. She had had a stuffy nose for a week and now today she was developing a sore throat. She just did not feel well and was tired. She called her daughter and her daughter asked her if she had seen the doctor and she said no. Her daughter said she would be by soon and take her to see the doctor. 

When they arrived at the hospital Ming Jia and her mother saw that the hospital was packed with people. Far more than a normal amount. Ming Jia asked the nurse, who was a friend from high school, where she should take her mother for her cold like symptoms. The nurse said that there are many people who have this type of illness and it seemed to be new and they were just trying to understand what it is and what it does. However, the nurse said that so many people seemed to be sick with this illness and many people seem to get very sick and die. This made Ming Jia very afraid. Ming Jia asked the nurse, which doctor she should see, and her nurse friend sent her to the next floor up to see the doctor. 

Before she went up to see the doctor Ming Jia told her nurse friend, she was afraid of what might happen to her mother. Her nurse friend told her to not be afraid and that there is a way to not be afraid. She told Ming Jia that she has a relationship with the person of Jesus Christ. She also told Ming Jia that ‘perfect love casts out fear.’ That ‘perfect love’ was the love of and from the person of Jesus Christ. The nurse told Ming Jia she could talk more but it was more important she get her mother to see the doctor. She took her mother’s temperature, which was a little high and then gave Ming Jia and her mother masks for their faces and sent them upstairs, as the nurse needed to see the next patient. 

Ming Jia took her mother to the next floor. There they waited in line for an hour as the line was very long. When they finally saw the doctor, they told him their story quickly as they realized the doctor had many patients to see. The doctor told them that as she has a mild temperature elevation, cough, sore throat and some shortness of breath she could have this very new virus. Ming Jia had heard a few things about this virus but did not know much at all. The doctor said it is very new and many people get this now. The symptoms are cough, usually productive, temperature elevation and shortness of breath and if they have a known association with someone who has the virus. 

Ming Jia was still very scared for her mother and even for herself. She asked the doctor if people die from this infection. He said unfortunately a lot do but the vast majority do not. He told her the most important thing was to get a test for diagnosing if her mother does or does not have the infection and then to just go home and stay there for two weeks. The doctor told her that he needed to see the next patients and for her to go back down with her mother to see the nurse on the floor below. Ming Jia started to cry and took her mother back down to the floor below with her mother wondering if her mother would soon die as many others in the hospital seemed to be dying as she was over hearing so many people say this in the hospital. 

Ming Jia found her nurse friend as the doctor told her to and asked her what she should do next with her mother. Her nurse friend told her that they would do a test to see if she has this new virus.  Until then her mother would have to stay at home in her room alone and not be around other people. She would have to stay in her room at home to not infect anyone else. She should drink a lot of fluids and also take Tylenol if needed for her fever. If she gets short of breath, she should see the doctor again. 

This made Ming Jia cry again. Her nurse friend told her not to be fearful. She told her that the Bible addresses this issue of fear. Ming Jia was interested in knowing more about dealing with fear as she had thought about this before but now, she was very interested more than ever due to his new type of infection, which seemed to be affecting so many people. She asked her nurse friend what the Bible had to say about fear. Her friend responded by repeating that ‘perfect love casts out fear,’ which she says is from the Bible. However, she said that this love was based in the person of Jesus Christ. The apostle John went on to write that ‘there is no fear in love,’ but that love is because ‘Jesus first loved us.’ We know how to love because of what Jesus did for us. 

Ming Jia asked her nurse friend what Jesus did for us to make us love. Her friend said that he died on the Cross for our sins so that we would not have to bear them ourselves. She went on to tell Ming Jia that she did this because he loved us. In fact, God said that ‘even when we were sinners Christ died for us.’ That is even when we did not deserve his love God gave us his only son to die on the Cross for our sins in our place so that we would not have to bear our sins. 

Ming Jia asked exactly what is sin? Her nurse friend said that sin is going against what God has wanted us to do, which is believing that Jesus died on the Cross for our sins in our place, was buried for three days and latter rose again from the dead. Ming Jia was astonished and had heard something about this but did not believe this was real and told her friend she has always heard it was a fairy tale or just made up. Ming Jia’s nurse friend said no this actually took place and Jesus was a real person, fully 100% God and 100% man and came to this earth from heaven to allow us to have eternal life through believing in him. 

Ming Jia was astonished to even consider this. She asked her nurse friend about how to have eternal life. Because she knew that most people believed in just being born, living a life and then dying and nothing else or some believe in a type of hell though she did not. Ming Jia’s nurse friend told her that if we believe as she just mentioned that ‘if we confess that Jesus is Lord and believe in our heart that God raised him from the dead we will be saved.’ Saved from eternal death to eternal life she said. In fact, Ming Jia’s nurse friend said, that if she believed this when Jesus returns again to collect those who have believed in Him, that is Jesus, as she just mentioned that Jesus would give them a new body in heaven, which would never decay. Also, in heaven there will not be any tears shed. 

This was stunning to Ming Jia as this morning she had cried so much. However, now though still crying a little she was crying more in the sense of having some hope in her life, which she did not have till now. Ming Jia asked another question to her nurse friend, that is what does it mean to ‘confess that Jesus is Lord?’ Her friend responded by saying it means that Jesus created all of the world we live in today and also keeps every molecule held together every second of time. Further he guides all of the people in the world to situations, by which they might believe in Him as their Savior, just as he is doing right now. Ming Jia had never thought about this, but this was very interesting to think there might be someone who does all of this as she really did not believe that much in a God. Though she wondered if different spirts were in the world to do different things, some evil spirits and some good spirits. However, most of the time she did not think or care much if there was a God but somehow knowing about Jesus seemed to change all of those thoughts. 

Ming Jia’s mother just arrived back from getting her virus test done. Her nurse friend told them that it was ok for them to go home and she would call Ming Jia with the test results when they were ready. She said that as a reminder that they should go home and stay at home until it was told people can get out onto the streets. Ming Jia’s nurse friend gave her mother and her a mask to wear home and told them both to wash their hands well for at least 20 seconds with soap and water then they arrived at home. Until they know if the test is positive or negative her mother needed to stay in a room alone and if positive, she would have to stay in that room for 14 days. This made Ming Jia want to cry again but she did not as she had another question to ask her nurse friend before they left. Her nurse friend also told Ming Jia before she asked the question that if her mother developed shortness of breath, she would need to come back to the hospital to be re-evaluated. Otherwise a fever alone can be treated with Tylenol as they had already discussed and regardless her mother should drink at least a liter of fluids a day. Ming Jia showed her appreciation to her nurse friend for what she had done. 

Ming Jia then asked another question to her nurse friend about what she said about Jesus. She asked her friend how does one exactly believe in Jesus to have eternal life? Her nurse friend reviewed that ‘if you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised him (that is Jesus) from the dead you will be saved.’ Her nurse friend pointed out that this sentence assumes the death of Jesus on the Cross for sins and saying we are sinners before God and deserve his eternal punishment but through Jesus Christ we will receive eternal life. 

Ming Jia said that she understood this and that she wanted to believe in Jesus Christ and accept him as her savior. Ming Jia asked her nurse friend how to do this, that is what should she do? Her nurse friend said we don’t do anything but believe and pray. We have our eternal life by faith and not by works. Ming Jia’s nurse friend had her pray after her, ‘thank you Jesus that you died for me on the Cross for my sins in my place and I want to confess that you are now my Lord and that you were buried and three days later, you rose from the dead. Amen.’ 

Ming Jia was so happy, and she had a sense she was different, and her nurse friend said that she was as she was now an adopted child of Jesus Christ and was now going to receive a new life now on this earth and eternal life after death. Ming Jia cried again but this time it was tears of joy as she now had no fear in death as perfect love casts out fear. She asked her nurse friend what was the name of the virus and she said, the ‘Coronavirus.’ Ming Jia was now not afraid of the virus nor of death for her hope was now in Jesus Christ. 
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